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Preface

life, without progress, advancement, improvement and in one
word, development; is meaningless. That is why Watzlawick's
“Man cannot not communicate” resonates well with everyone and

It is impossible to contemplate life without communication and

- Des Wilson's “Communicate or Perish” makes a whole lot of

meaning. We see communication as meaning, message,
understanding, medium and; development, not as skyscrapers, GDP,
flyovers, conerete/asphalt jungles and mega cities but as food, decent
habitation, sound health, peace of mind, education, gainful work,
safe environment and all such things that ensure the dignity of the
human person. ;

There is a strong nexus between development and
communication. The state of communication resources is indicative
of a-people’s level of development. Importantly, communication
provides the platform for the broadcast of development goals, issues,

* and programmes in both endogenous and modern ways.

These concerns indicated above and the fact that Africa is
embroiled in development crises namely poverty, health crisis,
cultural ecrisis, debt crisis, environmental crisis, moral crisis,
education crisis, ete. propelled the Department of Communication
Arts, University of Uyo, associates, former students, students and
friends of Professor Wilson to act. The action came in the form of
organising the Des Wilson Conference on Communication held at the
University of Uyo, Uyo, Nigeria on March 17th to 18th, 2011 to
cerebrate on the theme: Indigenous/Modern Communication
Systems and Africa's Development Crisis. The well-attended
conference was also meant to celebrate one of Africa's renowned
exponents of indigenous communication systems — Professor Des
Wilson — his life, times, and scholarship particularly because just the
previous year, he marked his sixtieth birthday.

This book is a product of that conference. Indeed, earlier, a
fraction of the scholarly papers were published in the Jowrnal of.
Media and Aesthetics and, at the conference, a collection of essays
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published by VDM Verlag Dr. Muillér Saarbruken, Germany; edited
by Ebenezer Soola, Herbert Batta, and Chinenye Nwabueze and

titled: Communication ' and Afriea's Development "Crisis Was |

presented to honour Professor Des Wilson,

In this book, there are 35 chapters and six parts. Part 1 dedls

with ' Indigenous ' Communication issues and has ‘three chapters.

Chapter 1: Mapping the Territory of Indigenotis Communication is

written by ‘the erudite international scholat,” Ayobami' Ojebode.

Chapter 2 is on Non Verbal Comitunication: in'Indigenous African

Communication System and is contributed by John Okon - a United

States-based academic. Chapter 3, contributed by Jude Kur 16oks 4t -
the relevance of stoty telling for child moral education inTivland in

aninformation age. _ :

Part 1 deliberates on ethno-cultural and confliet issues. Prof
Umaru Pate is the author of Chapter 4 which is on media performance’
in confliet-prone multi-cultural Nigeria. In Chapter 5, Essienabong

Tkpe, an Associate Professor of Communication Arts délves into the

use of African traditional communication to manage the Niger Delta
conflict, post amnesty. This part contains nine chapters in all which

address pertinent issues stich as ethnic diversity, Afto-centric cultural' -
paradigms, traditional edutainment, cultural/media imperialisin,
indigenous African musical composition, and conflict/ethnocentric’

conflict management through indi genous media.

Poverty and development issues form the preoccupation of" !

Part II1. In five chapters, this part of the book examines poverty in the'
world's South in chapter 13. Chapter 14 by Uwem Akpan looks at
community dialogue and participatory communication as necessary

requirements for the mitigation of poverty via development. T

Chapter 15, Gideon Isika assesses the role ‘of the mass ‘media in
instigating rural-urban drift and providing solutions to urban poverty:
Chapters 16 and 17 by Ben Nwanne and; John Orhewere and James
Onosu respectively provide insights 'into trado-modern
communications systems and the paradox of development.

In Part IV the discourse is on political communication issues
given elaboration in five chapters. Chapter 18 contributed by Prof.

i The € ion o C ieation and ! Tssues

Lai Oso, a distinguished developmenﬂpoﬁtical-}“éomﬁ.q'uniCatign 15
scholar deals with the prospect of forging a Nigeria-wide public
sphere throvgh' the ‘instrumentality of the Vm_'e‘d_ia anépohtlcs In :
Chapter 19! Nsikak Idiofg proposes 4 Wilsonian t@gary-qi po]m;al
communication to give a lie'to the fact that folk micdia S'Fudli:‘,‘s.”‘afﬂ g
Wilson's oily résearch int’ie-'restsuJ‘ohn-Gal'adima-pf('}vwd‘es ap‘{n';jclepfh 7
exposé on the press dnd the Grises of political deve%oprr_len-“[ in N{lger‘_la_
in Chapter 20 ahd in'Chapters 21 and 22. Cllm's"()c}lio‘nog'orland
Christie’ Omego: 'ahd [feanyi Nwoke respectively deal with' the
media, the ‘eéleéctoral process, and democratic developmqr_lts- 1n
Nigeria. elsnorzestony el R

10 Part Vs eoncerned with TCT issues. This section addresses
the problems of ICT use by researchers. In Chapter 23, is by Sifon
Ibekwe who died shortly after presenting this article. We publish it
posthumously and ask the good Lord to rest his gen_tle soul. Tn
Chapter 24, Festus Olise evaluates the challenges \yhlch users of
computer-mediated communication face. Chaptfzr 2§ situates ICTsas
catalytic to socio-economic transformation in Nigeria and in Ch'fipter
26, the Internet as a 21st Century medium for PR and Advertising
comes under focus. In Chapter 27, Venatus Agbanu interrogates what
the new media, cultural imperialism and global news flow por_tenc'l for
the Third World. In Chapter 28, the authors explicate the implications
of ICTs for media practice in Nigeria. In Chapter 29, Assey Enaharo
deals with ICTs and climate change. )

Finally, Part VI focuses on gender, human rights and a fe':w
other social issues. Godwin Okon and Morgan Omodu deal with
gender stereotypes and trado-modern media systems in Chapte'r 39.
In Chapter 31, Charles Obot examines the role of the n}edla in
decommodifying women and children. Regina Acho‘lopu's dlscou.rse
in Chapter 32 is on the role of the electronic me_d1a in cpmbapng
violent cultures against women. Nsikan Senam gives insights into
communication, equity, and human rights in Nigeri;:l in Chapter 33.
Chapter 34 by Aniekan Brown and Chapter 35 by Chme_du Ugwonno
examine the media's reconstructive propensity regarding the fight
against crime as well as the portrayal of Africa in the Western press
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and the need to rebrand the continent.

A good look at the parts and chapters of this book shows that
not only are the topics broadbased, incisive, and instructive: the
treatmenft 1s in-depth and the contributors come from amultipliciﬂty of
corpmumgation schools — the Uyo School, the Ibadan School the
Maiduguri School, the Jackson School, etc. This explains the breyadth
of perspectives which run through the chapters. It is evident that in
terms of addressing the place of communication in Aftica's
development crises, the authors are not only diagnostic, they are
equally prescriptive. Our candid conclusion is that comrr;unication
s.takel'qold'ers, development planners, professionals, and scholars
have‘m this volume a rich mine of cutting edge knowledge to explore
tap from, synthesise, and refine. Welcome to The Companion tc:

Communication and Develo -k j
i pment Issues: Essays in Honour of Prof:
Des Wilson. - il
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